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out·reach 

(out-reech) 

noun

A systematic attempt to provide services beyond 

conventional limits, as to particular segments of 

a community.

The activity of an organization, especially a 

church, in making contact and fostering relations 

with people who are not connected with it; the 

fact of extent of this activity.

The extent or length of reaching out: the loving 

outreach of God to the world.

Christ has no body but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

Compassion on this world, 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 

Yours are the hands with which he blesses all the 

world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 

Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 

Christ has no body now but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

compassion on this world. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

Teresa of Avila (1515–1582)
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Building the Kingdom
The Rev. Silas Kotnour

On a Sunday in September, I joined our 6- to 9-year-olds and one of our catechists outside, in 
the park behind All Saints. We were working with the Fettuccia, a 50-yard-long, illustrated  

ribbon that shows the history of the kingdom of God. The Fettuccia (Italian for “ribbon”) begins 
with the creation of the world in Genesis, then continues with creation of the planets, the arrival 
of single-cell organisms, and the evolution of plants and animals. 

Many yards on, the ribbon shows the first humans. 

And shortly after that, the ribbon switches colors 

to gold, representing the redemption of the world 

through Jesus Christ. After redemption, the ribbon 

switches to white and ends in a fringe, which 

represents the time when God will be all-in-all and 

the kingdom will be fully revealed. This portion 

of the ribbon, the time following the redemption 

and before God fills all things, is the time we as 

Christians are living in now. And it is ours to shape, 

and to write. 

It is in this time, this blank page, that we are able to 

ask ourselves: what can we do to work with God to 

build this kingdom. How can we pattern our lives 

to work toward the  time when the kingdom will be 

fully revealed? Because children at this age are ready 

to start to contemplate morality, we posed these 

questions to them on that September Sunday. And 

the children listed many ways they saw to build the 

kingdom of God—from protecting animals at risk 

of extinction, for example, to helping to clean our 

oceans. 

Throughout our lives as Christians, we continually 

ask ourselves that question: How can we work with 

God to build the kingdom of God? But we must also 

ask ourselves what the kingdom of God will look 

like. What are the characteristics of the world that 

God desires?

Throughout the Bible, we see glimpses of God’s hope 

for the world. Through the law given to the Hebrew 

people, we see that God especially expects people to 

live in a way whereby they take care of the poor and 

of those who are foreigners in a strange land. The 

prophets continually call God’s people back to God’s 

desire for all to be cared for.  

In Matthew, Jesus shares with his disciples that in 

caring for those around us, we truly care for him: 

“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 

of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 

naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 

took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”

We will live in the kingdom that we create with 

God, and we are gifted here at All Saints with the 

opportunity to build a  kingdom that centers around 

care and welcome. May we, with joy and honor, 

reach out and participate in it now. ♦ 

A Sunday school class works with the Fettuccia ribbon on 

the field behind All Saints.
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All Saints’ 130 Years of Mission as 
Service to Others
Bradley A. MacDonald

Service to others is a cornerstone of spiritual life at All Saints, a fundamental mission of the 
church. All Saints is a community working to “empower people to act in service to others 

and to care for God’s creation.” Acting in service to others has taken many different forms since 
1894, yet it has always been a key component of parish life.

The focus of mission has changed over the 130 

years, evidenced in the recorded histories published 

on the 40th, 60th, and 100th anniversaries; in the 

iconic stained glass art gracing the sanctuary; and in 

today’s print and online publications.

In the early years of the parish, service to others 

was often allied with missionary projects abroad 

and aid to Indian reservations in the United States, 

war-related relief during World War I, gathering 

resources to inform members about the needs of 

others, and providing financial support to a diverse 

array of charitable causes.

For instance, the church’s 1900 annual report lauded 

mission expenses of $11,000 “distributed amongst 

Diocesan Missions; City Missions; Western Diocese 

of Massachusetts; All Saints Attleboro; Sailor’s 

Haven; Woman’s Auxiliary; Woman’s Triennial 

offering; clothing and charities; Foreign; Colored 

people; Dr. Gates Hospital Shanghai; Mission to 

the Jews.” This practice of donating small amounts 

to a wide array of organizations was typical of the 

parish’s approach at the time.

In 1901, the Saint Elizabeth Guild, led by Eva Corey 

and Lucy Pearson, began to disseminate news of 

missionary needs, the service interests of the church, 

and the active aid of all departments of church work. 

This effort to lift up different service opportunities 

presaged the sort of steering committee role of 

today’s All Saints Outreach Committee. 

In 1912, Elinor Andrews began a Mission Reference 

Library with a fund of $25, donated by seven 

parishioners, and gifts of books at first limited to 

missions and church history.

The Women’s Guild was founded in the early 1900s 

for the “dissemination of information concerning 

the needs of the missionary interests of the Church 

both at home and abroad, and the active aid in all 

departments of Church work,” according to an 

account published on the church’s 40th anniversary 

in 1934. At every meeting of the Guild there was 

a speaker, usually outlining some work relating 

to Domestic or Foreign Missions, Health Centres, 

Nursing, Rescue Work. The Workroom focused 

on sewing blankets and mending clothing “for the 

Indian missions.”

Another committee repaired garments and sent 

them together with new ones to the Episcopal City 

Mission. In addition, the report said, “the ladies 

contributed many hundreds of dollars for work in 

the Mission Fields, Foreign and Domestic, also to 

many local charities, hospitals, Brookline Friendly 

Society, and contributions toward the salaries of a 

missionary worker and a priest in Liberia.”

Another mission focus at All Saints, also recalled in 

the 40th anniversary report, was support for foreign 

communities ravaged by war. In October 1916, prior 

to the United States’ entrance into World War I: 

“Notices were sent out asking the ladies of All Saints 

Church and of the neighboring community to meet 

and make garments for ‘war relief.’ In response to 

this call, more than 100 ladies met in All Saints Parish 

House, Monday, October 19th, 1916, and upon the 

two following Mondays. In all, 263 pieces of work 

were cut and finished.”
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Mission as Service to Others

The focus on missionary work as service continued 

in the 1920s, as described by the rector the Rev. 

Barrett P. Tyler in a 1932 farewell address on his 

departure for the Indian mission in Wyoming: 

When I came (in 1920), the Women’s Guild 

represented the chief activity for the women 

of the Parish; shortly afterwards the Church 

Service League in Massachusetts came into 

being under the leadership of Miss Eva D. 

Corey. All Saints was soon enrolled. Through 

this better organization much more was 

accomplished through the more varied scope of 

work, and many more women entered into the 

parochial life. Outstanding was the Work Room 

on Mondays when the large Guild Room was 

filled with busy people at machines working for 

missionaries!

Little did I dream as I visited our happy work 

room where they made garments of many kinds 

and sizes that someday in the near future I 

should be unpacking such articles here at our 

Indian Mission in Ethete, Wyoming. Knowing 

now how valuable such work is, I rejoice all the 

more in what they accomplished. ♦

Mission Stories in 
Stained Glass
Several of the stained glass windows in the sanctuary 

reflect the perceptions of mission in the early 20th 

century, providing insights into the prominent 

themes of mission and the respected missionary 

leaders of the time. In the Tyler Window, given by 

Barrett Tyler in honor of his wife, Sophie, and son, 

Barrett Jr., in 1956, for example, Jesus is surrounded 

by scenes of those renowned for serving others. 

Some are recognized as saints, defined as a holy 

person, a faithful Christian, one who shares life in 

Christ.

Others have special significance to All Saints, or to 

the larger world:

• Sophie Langdon Tyler, is depicted as an Native 

princess teaching a group of Arapaho Indians—a 

problematic image today but one at the time meant 

to venerate both Tyler and the Native Americans 

she served.

• Barrett L. Tyler, son of Barrett and Sophie, a 

chaplain in the South Pacific who lost his life 

during World War II.

• Florence Nightingale ministering to soldiers in the 

Crimea.

• Sir Wilfred Grenfell, medical missionary in 

Labrador with Indigenous people.

Sewing for foreign communities ravaged by war, 1916.
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Mission Stories in Stained Glass

• Albert Schweitzer giving medicine and strength to 

a patient in Africa.

• Helen Keller as she lip-reads.

• A nurse bidding good-bye to a young mother and 

child, symbolizing the Florence Crittenton League.

Other icons of mission from the mid-20th century 

include the 1954 Hotchkin window, “Religion in 

American Life,” celebrating John Eliot preaching 

to the Indians in the 17th century; Bishop Jackson 

Kemper, the first “missionary bishop,” riding his 

horse as he brings the gospel to mid-19th century 

Wisconsin; and the 1806 Haystack Meeting at 

Williams College, the naissance of foreign missions 

in the United States, when a group of five students 

sought shelter from a thunderstorm under a haystack 

and there talked and prayed together concerning 

“the moral darkness of Asia.” While the language of 

moral superiority sits uncomfortably with modern 

viewers, the idea of service to others remains at the 

core of these outreach efforts.

These images also lead to a wider question of how 

“mission” has evolved into “outreach” over the last 

century. Is there a substantive difference between 

the work of the Women’s Guild in the early 1900s, 

identifying needs of others, sewing blankets and 

mending clothing for the native American missions, 

compared to the activities of today’s Outreach 

Committee, collecting and nurturing opportunities 

to serve others by collecting funds and food for 

underserved communities, assisting migrants, 

identifying and confronting injustice, and pursuing 

legislation for those in need in our own locale? 

Our icons of inspiring leaders and actors in service 

to others look different from those of the past. The 

focus of the eras is certainly different, but mission 

and outreach did not go separate ways when the 

Mission and Outreach Committee became simply the 

Outreach Committee in 2018. Mission is the active 

part of the Christian community, a fundamental 

element of our spiritual life together. ♦

Albert Schweitzer treating a patient in Africa.

Sir Wilfred Grenfell, a medical missionary in Labrador, 

with Indigenous people.
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Mission Stories in Stained Glass

Bishop Jackson Kemper, the first Episcopal “missionary 

bishop,” bringing the gospel to mid-19th century 

Wisconsin.

The 1806 Haystack Meeting at Williams College, the 

naissance of foreign missions in the United States.

Sophie Langdon Tyler, depicted as an Native American 

princess teaching a group of Arapaho.
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Another Form of Outreach: Impact 
Investing
Margaret A. Hogan

In 2023, All Saints adopted a land acknowledgment, noting that our parish and its members “live, work, 

and worship on the unceded land of the Massachusett people, whose traditions, language, and stewardship 

continue today through their lineal descendants, the Massachusett Tribe of Ponkapoag.”

The acknowledgment goes on to say: “We give 

thanks for them, their neighbors the Wampanoag 

and Nipmuc, and for other Indigenous Nations, 

among them the Arapaho and Shoshone, whose 

people were affected by historic missionary work 

from this parish.”

Such an acknowledgment is an important 

recognition not only of the origins of the land we 

use but also that some of our mission and outreach 

activities have, albeit unintentionally, caused harm 

to the people we sought to serve. We occasionally 

assumed we knew best or could tell others what 

was right for them, rather than seeking to be in 

relationship with them and being guided by their 

understanding of their own needs. 

Accordingly, the Vestry in November 2023 approved 

an investment of $25,000 from our endowment in 

the Boston Impact Initiative (https://bostonimpact.

org/). The amount was chosen to reflect the money 

spent in 1895 to purchase the land on which we 

continue to gather at the corner of Beacon Street 

and Dean Road. This figure thus ties the investment 

to our own history but also serves as a reminder 

that European settlers imposed the concept of land 

ownership on this area, a major cause of dislocation 

for Native Americans. Moreover, it can remind us 

that land ownership—and actions like red-lining 

in Brookline—have been important drivers of the 

current racial wealth gap. Our ability to own land 

has given us a stability other groups, especially non-

white ones, have often been denied.

While the land acknowledgment and appreciation of 

this history are a good start, they remain a limited 

gesture without an effort to address damage and 

reconcile relationships. While we could have made 

a donation and served a similar purpose, impact 

investing works more effectively as the beginning 

of a relationship for All Saints with this fund and 

potentially with organizations supported by it. 

Unlike a one-time gift, we are lending a portion of 

our money to help others, while we gain income 

from that investment—which can then be reinvested 

or used in other ways. The investment creates an 

ongoing connection and may lead in time to other, 

deeper relationships. 

We selected investment in the Boston Impact 

Initiative (BII) because of its strong track record 

working to close the racial wealth gap in the 

greater Boston area by assisting entrepreneurs of 

color through grants and investments. It “advances 

economic and racial justice by building a sustainable 

and inclusive economy where entrepreneurs and 

communities of color have financial, social, and 

political power.” Specifically, we invested in a 

fund focused on supporting “social enterprises 

and community-owned or controlled real estate 

to prevent displacement in Massachusetts and the 

Northeast. By using catalytic, integrated capital, 

communities of color will build intergenerational 

wealth and collective power.” ♦
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A History of Helping Refugees
Nathaniel Harrison

The All Saints Migrant Ministry, which for the last two years has provided respite and critical services to 

families from Haiti, Brazil, and central American countries, is by no means the first instance in which 

the parish has mobilized to aid refugees fleeing violence and social unrest. Parishioners in the past have, 

for example, committed time, money, and even their own homes to help people from eastern Europe and 

Cambodia secure a foothold and eventually a new life in the United States.

From documents found in the church’s archives, 

it appears there was a Refugee Committee at All 

Saints in the 1950s that sponsored two Hungarian 

teenagers, Laszlo Balta and Jozsef Nagy, after the 

1956 uprising against the Soviet-backed government 

in Budapest. 

The June 24, 1957, edition of Good News, the All 

Saints newsletter at the time, reported that the boys 

were now living in Boston, learning English, and 

working at the John Hancock building. They had 

come to All Saints early in 1957 and initially lived 

with the rector, the Rev. Louis W. Pitt Jr., and later 

with two parish families, the Wilkinsons and the 

Homans-Fosters. “Both boys are still under Parish 

sponsorship, come out to church every Sunday, and 

are still very grateful for what we have done,” the 

report said. It also cited parishioner Paul Clark, “not 

only for having provided the boys with jobs but also 

for his constant personal interest.”

At about the same time, All Saints was supporting 

a Polish family, the Puchalows, who arrived in 

Brookline “from Poland via the German refugee 

camps.” Parishioners, the Good News account 

said, welcomed them with “mountains of food 

and clothing.” It continued, “Furniture, bedding, 

everything to furnish an apartment completely 

before their arrival. And on a few days’ notice!” 

The family appears to have made a comfortable 

transition: “For proof of their rapid 

Americanization—not only are they now one 

hundred percent self-supporting, but they are buying 

a television set, on time!”

All Saints in the early 1980s would again rally to 

receive a refugee family, this time from Cambodia, 

where the Khmer Rouge had imposed a regime 

of terror and bloodshed from 1975 to 1979. The 

initiative, however, turned out to be less satisfactory 

than the parish’s previous, or subsequent, 

experiences with refugee sponsorship. Vestry minutes 

from April and May 1980 speak of the expected 

arrival by the end of the year of a Cambodian 

family, for whom the parish would raise $1,000 

to pay for furniture and clothing. Church records 

suggest the family arrived in September 1980.

Current parishioners recall that the family, 

consisting of a father, a mother, and three children, 

used the kitchen and slept in the dining room. A 

shower was installed for them in the second floor 

restroom. “Given other needs for the space, it 

was clear that this could not be a long-term stay,” 

recalled parishioner Harold Petersen. “But we had 

taken them in and had a commitment to them.”

All Saints eventually purchased a condominium in 

Alton Place, near Coolidge Corner, where the family 

lived rent free. Within a few months, though, the 

marriage fell apart, family members left the area, 

and the parish lost touch with them. Vestry minutes 

from March 1982 make reference to the sale of the 

condo, which apparently resulted in a financial loss 

for the church.

While supporting refugees can be complicated and 

challenging, we continue to strive to “welcome 

the stranger.” Even when those relationships don’t 

endure, we strive to assist individuals on the next 

steps on their journeys, wherever that may lead. ♦
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And Who Is My Neighbor?

The All Saints Migrant Family Ministry
Linda Jones

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 

of me, I was in prison and you visited me.    Matthew 25:35-36

In summer 2024, a group of All Saints parishioners 

came together to discern a call to offer respite and 

care for migrant families in need.

The need was clear. In August 2023, Governor 

Maura Healey declared a state of emergency in 

Massachusetts due to rapidly rising numbers of 

migrant families in the Commonwealth. She asked 

for federal and state legislatures to act, and for faith 

organizations to partner to meet migrant family 

needs.

The call was clear. Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop of 

the Episcopal Church, along with the leadership of 

the Diocese of Massachusetts and of Episcopal City 

Mission, urged us to act on our belief that every 

human being is a child of God and must be treated 

with dignity and support.  

We also felt the call of many generations of All 

Saints parishioners, those who had welcomed 

Cambodian refugees in the 1980s, who for decades 

provided service to unhoused persons in greater 

Boston, who now continue to ensure that our 

neighbors in Brookline and Boston have food and 

warm clothing.

We were uncertain, questioning whether we had the 

right space, volunteers, and resources to provide 

adequately for migrant families. But once we began 

serving families, in December 2024, we were lifted 

up by people of faith across the country, in our city, 

and especially at All Saints. Our fellow parishioners 

came forward with an outpouring of material 

donations and gifts of time and talents to support 

visiting families.

Over the last eight months, under a leadership team 

of Susan Cleaver, Danielle Drees, Linda Jones, Mary 

Urban Keary, Jessica Stokes, and Wendy Wheeler, 

we have served nine migrant families—groups of 

adults, mothers with young children, parents with 

teenagers—seeking refuge and a new life in the 

United States. Each family has had its own distinct 

set of needs. As we came to know them, we provided 

respite space, food, cooking supplies, transportation, 

As Christians, our faith is shaped by 

the biblical story of people whom God 

led into foreign countries to escape 

oppression. Exodus tells us the story of 

the ancient Israelites escaping slavery 

in the land of Egypt and wandering 

in the wilderness without a home. In 

Leviticus 19:33-34, God commands that 

we remember this sojourn as part of 

our own story of faith: “When an alien 

resides with you in your land, you shall 

not oppress the alien. The alien who 

resides with you shall be to you as the 

citizen among you; you shall love the 

alien as yourself, for you were aliens in 

the land of Egypt.”

~Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe, letter from 

Episcopal Church leaders, January 2025
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And Who is My Neighbor

clothing, and homework help. We mapped the best 

routes to jobs, medical appointments, and schools. 

Our language skills were tested, and we mastered a 

new lingo: Google Translate. 

In all this we have been blessed with caring and 

inspiring partners. The Town of Brookline informed 

and supported our early planning work. Episcopal 

City Mission has encouraged us and connected 

us with parishes across Massachusetts engaged in 

immigrant justice work. Boston’s Brazilian Workers 

Center and Immigrant Family Services Institute—

organizations working alongside state agencies to 

serve migrant families—have provided invaluable 

guidance and support. Parishioners from St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church, and from United Parish and First 

Parish, Brookline, have joined to add their own 

special offerings for these families, from playing with 

toddlers to shooting hoops and providing sneakers 

for young family members. 

We look back now on the beginning of our migrant 

ministry—our questions, our doubts, our hopes—

and know that we are most of all called to this work 

by the families themselves. They greet us with smiles, 

sometimes sharing in the most modest terms the 

steep challenges they face: “it’s a lot.” They thank 

us often and confirm always the call of Jesus to this 

service. As one mother put it: “Only with God can 

you do what you are doing for us.” 

Amen, and again, amen. ♦
Above, a boy dressed for snow, which he had never seen 

before. Below, a Migrant Family Ministry training session.



10 Saints Alive

Moving from Charity to Advocacy

The Project Bread Campaign for Universal School Meals 
Wendy Wheeler

When kids are hungry at school, they cannot 

learn. Hungry kids can’t concentrate, have 

lower academic achievement, suffer cognitive and 

developmental impairments, exhibit more behavioral 

problems, have more absences, visit the school nurse 

more often, and are at higher risk of obesity.

As recently as a few years ago, and despite free and 

reduced-price meal benefits, 27 percent of food-

insecure children in Massachusetts still did not meet 

the eligibility guidelines. Others who did qualify 

did not participate in the programs due to lack of 

awareness, difficulty with paperwork, or social 

stigma.

So Project Bread, the leading hunger relief 

organization in Massachusetts, launched a campaign 

to persuad the state legislature to fund a program to 

allow schools to provide free breakfast and lunch for 

all schoolchildren in Massachusetts, following the 

start of similar programs in Maine and California. 

Project Bread assigned two staff members to the 

effort, hired a lobbyist, and got to work.

All Saints has a history of looking for ways to 

actively live out our baptismal covenant to “strive 

for justice and peace among all people, and respect 

the dignity of every human being.”

In 1968, the Rev. Louis W. Pitt Jr., the rector, and 

the Vestry appointed an Urban Action Committee to 

explore how All Saints might respond to the racial 

divide that was tearing our cities apart. Harold 

Petersen was a member of that committee, which 

created a series of anti-racism ads that ran on the T 

for five months. Fifty years later those posters were 

displayed in the Guild Room as part of parish-wide 

discussions about racism and our response. So in 

2021, when All Saints Outreach members Wendy 

Wheeler and Maggie Hogan learned about Project 

Bread’s school-meals initiative, they wanted the 

parish to get involved.

Project Bread’s strategy involved creating as large 

an organizing coalition as possible. The All Saints 

Vestry approved joining the coalition and was one 

of the first organizations to sign on. Eventually 

there were more than 100 members of the coalition, 

making up hunger relief organizations, health 

organizations, and faith-based groups. They branded 

the campaign Feed Kids MA and created the 

FeedKidsMA.org website.

Over the next two years Wendy and Maggie joined 

Feed Kids meetings and activities as the team worked 

to engage supporters, get legislators to sponsor 

bills in the Massachusetts House and Senate, and 

spread the word via press and social media. Besides 

attending regular coalition meetings, Wendy and 

Maggie met with legislators during State House 

lobby days and sent letters to statehouse leadership 

signed by our clergy and Outreach members. These 

letters and legislator discussions testified to the 

increase in hunger our church had been observing 

in Brookline through our involvement with the food 

pantry and other ministries.

Meanwhile, the movement to provide free 

school meals was gaining momentum around 
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Charity to Advocacy

the country, and in 2022 and 2023 five more 

states adopted such legislation. Finally in August 

2023, the Massachusetts legislature passed a law 

providing universal free school meals across the 

Commonwealth. Since then New York has passed 

similar legislation and many more states are 

considering it. 

The new law ended any paperwork that parents 

need to fill out and removed the stigma and lunch-

shaming that prevented many from participating. 

Part of the reason the Commonwealth could justify 

this program was the new 4 percent tax on the state’s 

wealthiest residents (the so-called “millionaires tax”) 

that was approved by voters in 2022. 

After achieving that milestone, Project Bread moved 

on to a new focus called Make Hunger History. It 

involves advocating at both federal and state levels 

for solutions that permanently move the needle 

on ending hunger. Many of the current initiatives 

involve advocating at the federal level to retain 

or restore critical benefits for the most vulnerable 

among us, including SNAP (food stamps) and 

WIC (Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 

Women, Infants and Children) programs.

All Saints remains committed to advocacy through 

Project Bread as well as our involvement with other 

organizations such as the Episcopal City Mission, 

the Poor People’s Campaign, and the Episcopal 

Network for Justice and Joy. ♦

Feed Kids lobby day at the State House, May 2022.
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MANNA Confronts a Surge in 

Homelessness

MANNA—Many Angels Needed Now and Always—describes itself this way: “A ministry formed with 

and for the unhoused community of downtown Boston. Founded in 2010, MANNA has been and 

continues to be a place where we learn what ‘community’ can be together—a place where all are loved, 

empowered, and dignified in the fullness of our humanity.” It is hosted by St. Paul’s Cathedral and is open to 

people of “all faiths and no faith.” All Saints has been a supporting parish for MANNA since its founding, and 

it remains one of our most important outreach ministries.

Parishioner Mary Urban Keary, a leader of the 

MANNA coordinating committee, often begins her 

emails by noting the ever-changing weather, so it is 

appropriate to do the same here.

As I write, it is starting to feel like fall. For the first 

time, it is too cold to sleep with the windows open. 

The farmers’ markets are overflowing, late summer 

tomatoes piled next to early winter squash. Yet, at 

the same time, we inch closer to the hardest season 

for Boston’s unhoused communities, when colder 

temperatures make living and possibly sleeping 

outdoors increasingly dangerous. 

This seasonal change arrives as the unhoused face 

longer-term challenges. Boston Indicators reports a 

notable rise in homelessness in the greater Boston 

area from 2023 to 2024. Because Massachusetts has 

set new caps on its shelter capacities, we may not 

fully understand the rise in homelessness until later 

this year, but Boston’s housing instability is reflected 

in the 35 percent increase in users of MANNA 

services since the Covid-19 pandemic. 

One of MANNA’s weekly programs is Monday 

lunch: a free, complete, home-cooked meal, provided 

for the last 40 years by one of five local parish 

partners. The Monday Lunch Program predates the 

formation of the larger MANNA ministry. 

This is where All Saints Brookline comes in, as 

one of the partners serving Monday lunch at the 

cathedral on the fourth Monday of the month. With 

that date in mind, a MANNA coordinator emails 

volunteers at the beginning of the month with a 

signup link. In between these dates, volunteers open 

cans of beans, shred carrots, cook rice, and package 

up some of the warmth and generosity of their 

household kitchens to share with our neighbors. 

One of the hidden gems of MANNA are the many 

ways you can participate in All Saints’ outreach, 

some of which are easy to overlook:

• You can meet the MANNA community directly by 

serving lunch at the Cathedral, or by volunteering 

with one of their other programs, such as the 

Black Seed Writers Group. Instead of a casserole, 

you can bring carrots, cucumbers, or clementines. 

• Due to changing needs at MANNA, we now bring 

fewer casseroles, so you no longer need a large 

SUV to drive them to the Cathedral. If you have a 

midsize vehicle, you may now be able to volunteer 

as a driver.

• You can help ensure All Saints continues to partner 

with MANNA over the long term by joining our 

coordinating committee. Coordinators rotate 

organizing MANNA contributions each month: 

sending four to five emails and helping load food 

for transport into Boston.

Preparing to deliver a meal to St. Paul’s Cathedral.
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MANNA Mobilizes

The MANNA coordinating team—Mary Urban 

Keary, Nancy Snudden, Kathleen O’Connor, and 

Danielle Drees—would be happy to answer any 

questions. 

My patron saint of the kitchen, the late novelist 

Laurie Colwin, explained why she chose to cook 

for her unhoused neighbors in this simple way: “All 

of them had to be fed, and I was happy to be the 

person ladling lunch onto plates or drawing coffee 

into Styrofoam cups from a huge urn.” Amid cuts to 

services and rising homelessness in our community, 

it is humbling and rewarding to be ladling lunch 

onto plates with all of you. ♦

Food Justice in 
Brookline
Danielle Dong

For more than 30 years now All Saints 

parishioners have been faithful participants in a 

campaign to stamp out hunger in Brookline, teaming 

up with other local congregations to provide more 

than 800 households with weekly supplies of 

nutritious food.

All Saints is a key component of the Brookline Food 

Pantry, which was established in 1984 at St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church as the Brookline Emergency Food 

Pantry. It joined the Greater Boston Food Bank in 

2003 and expanded its offerings and outreach. 

In 2014, the Pantry became an official nonprofit 

operation, allowing it to receive tax-deductible 

charitable donations, and dropped “Emergency” from 

its name to reflect its role as a consistent food source. 

The Pantry today operates three distribution sites in 

Brookline and serves more than 800 households a 

week along with some 400 public school students per 

weekend.

As part of its outreach ministry, All Saints joined 

the Pantry more than 30 years ago. During much of 

that period it was under the leadership of parishioner 

Tom Nutt-Powell. Currently, Brad and Barbara 

MacDonald take the All Saints donations to United 

Parish.

It’s estimated that each week an average of 6 to 10 

parishioners leave between 20 and 40 imperishable 

food items in “drop-off” baskets at the church. An 

additional basket collects donations from members 

of the Corner Co-op Nursery School and other 

facility users. The donations are then transported 

to the United Parish church on Harvard Street on 

Wednesdays and Fridays, from where they are taken 

to the three distribution sites. 

In addition, parishioners have organized 

Thanksgiving pie making, drawing heavily on 

the youth of the church, who decorate the pie 

boxes with drawings, stickers, and blessings. The 

homemade pies are then delivered to the Pantry for 

distribution in the week before Thanksgiving.

That there is a critical need for the work of the 

Brookline Food Pantry is indisputable. A report 

presented in June 2024 by the Greater Boston Food 

Bank and Mass General Brigham found that 37 

percent of Massachusetts households were unable 

to supply themselves with enough food to maintain 

physical health, a finding that compared with 19 

percent in 2019. In 2025, a third of Massachusetts 

children were food insecure.

“Doing nothing is not an option,” said Catherine 

D’Amato, CEO of the Greater Boston Food Bank. 

“Hunger is a solvable problem, yet it takes all of us."♦

Preparing Thanksgiving apple pies for the Brookline Food 

Pantry.
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All Saints and St. Stephen’s 

A 16-Year Alliance
Eileen Sweeney

All Saints’ involvement with St. Stephen’s Youth Programs (SSYP) began when SSYP started a summer 

program for children and teens, B-SAFE (Bishop’s Summer Academic and Fun Enrichment Program), 

in 2009, and has continued ever since. The call went out from the bishop to wealthier suburban parishes to 

support the summer program at St. Stephens in the South End and St. Augustine and St. Martin in Roxbury. 

Both sites are part of SSYP. There were about 50 church partners for St. Stephen’s at the start, and that  

remains so.

Each parish would support the camp at both 

locations for a week, bringing hot meals and 

afternoon snacks, having lunch with the children, 

and reading with the children for “DEAR” time 

(Drop Everything and Read). Each parish would 

also plan and support a Friday field trip, paying the 

cost of the buses and tickets for the location, and 

providing lunches for the day.

Becky Taylor, who was then the All Saints director 

of Children, Youth & Family Ministries, quickly 

gathered a group of parishioners, especially families 

with younger children, to be part of our team. The 

original group included Andrew Wardly and the 

Wardly children, the Thibault family, Kari and 

Gray Hannibal, Carol Dube and her children, and 

Margaret Hakimian, Eileen Sweeney, Annie Short 

and their children, as well as Carolyn Cogswell, 

Fran Bancroft, Maureen Danahy, Nancy Snudden, 

Paula Ewenstein, Peter Stringham, Rachel Scotch, 

Daniel John, Martha Bullock, Sarah Brock, and 

Sylvia Scharf. One year Robert Honeysucker joined 

the team and planned a special activity with the 

children. 

There were trips to Costco with two large carts full 

of the makings of tacos, American chop suey, baked 

chicken and rice, along with vegetables, and tons 

of fruit—oranges, grapes, and lots of watermelon. 

The first field trips were to Cochituate State Park 

in Natick where the kids swam, played beach 

volleyball, and otherwise had a great time. The 

great unknown that always caused a fair amount of 

anxiety was what to do if it rained! We had activities 

like roller skating at Chez Vous in Roxbury, as well 

as games and movies at All Saints. 

Around the same time, All Saints also got involved 

with SSYP’s after-school program, B-READY. 

We planned holiday parties—Thanksgiving and 

Christmas—doing craft activities with the children 

and serving dinner to the children and their parents 

at the end of the day. We sponsored a Christmas 

party at All Saints for a couple of years with craft 

activities, games, and dinner. There was a lot of 

glitter, and Carol Piñeiro planned a snow-globe-

making activity that was a big success! 

The team has grown and changed since 2009, 

adding Barbara MacDonald, Wendy Wheeler, 

Roberta Schnoor, Ginny Adams, Joyce Spencer, 

Danielle Dong, Janelle Mills, Roberta Schnoor, 

Wendy Wheeler, Lynne Montross, Hebret Shibberu, 

and Sharon Siewic. In recent summers in the kitchen 

Roger Graybill, Jo Shields, and Nancy Snudden have 

joined Eileen Sweeney and Margaret Hakimian. In 

the early years, we often brought books donated by 

All Saints members to the Christmas party for all the 

children.

In 2020, this aspect of the afterschool program 

developed into what we now know as B-SPARKLE, 

in which the students’ parents submit a wish list 

of gifts—clothing, art supplies, sports equipment, 

etc.—and the partner churches sign up to bring 

unwrapped gifts for the children that will be 

distributed by their parents. 
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All Saints and St. Stephen’s 

When Becky Taylor retired from All Saints, there 

were questions about whether we had enough 

leaders who could take over.  We needed volunteers 

from All Saints to take care of the planning, 

shopping, and cooking. Cooking hot holiday meals 

for about 100 people and transporting them to the 

South End was a big task! Carolyn Cogswell and 

Eileen Sweeney took over the planning with some 

trepidation. There were hiccups along the way: 

ground beef stored in the fridge for a couple of 

meals that ended up making a mess of the fridge, the 

lack of a key to the social hour closet making some 

creative use of a coat hanger to access supplies, mice 

getting into the clementines for the week. But it all 

worked out. 

Eventually All Saints partnered with the Parish of 

the Good Shepherd in Newton to share a field-trip 

week, that is, to share the planning (and anxiety). 

We had a great rain day at Good Shepherd involving 

a cookout (sheltered from the rain) and a movie in 

the church’s basement. We had at least two years 

of field trips to Houghton’s Pond. There was an 

especially harrowing year just after the pandemic 

when we arrived at the park area to find that 

the built-in barbecue grills had been removed. 

And missed signals between All Saints and Good 

Shepherd had left us without charcoal—with coolers 

full of raw hamburger! A quick trip to Home Depot 

to buy small grills and charcoal and lighter fluid 

and after lots of fanning of the coals, all were fed. 

Rick Montross was grill-master that day, and many 

hamburgers were consumed!

In response to the pandemic and Black Lives Matter 

protests, the model for supporting B-SAFE changed 

a bit. St. Stephen’s was working to be a community 

base for the families, not just a place for children, 

moving to involve the parents more directly in the 

summer camp and afterschool program. Parent 

caterers took over the making of hot meals during 

the week, while partner churches still sponsored field 

trips and donated snacks.

Another change that came during the pandemic 

was the development of the B-LOVE grocery 

program. Because of the immense need for food 

support in summer 2020, All Saints and other 

partner churches began a program of donating bags 

of non-perishable groceries to SSYP families. All 

Saints began contributing 50 bags of groceries every 

month. Scores of parishioners have and continue 

to participate in this program, and we estimate we 

have contributed well over 2,000 bags of groceries 

since fall 2020. Wendy Wheeler has been making the 
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All Saints and St. Stephen’s 

sign-up sheets every month since summer of 2020, 

and the heavy bags are primarily delivered by Beth 

Bourgault, Nancy Snudden, Charlie Rigg, and Keith 

Glavash. Along with the important work of grocery 

delivery, the leadership team of Beth Bourgault, 

Carol Piñeiro, Nancy Snudden, Eileen Sweeney, and 

Margaret Hakimian have kept this ministry going

Summer 2025 was an important milestone for All 

Saints’ relationship to St. Stephen’s and B-READY. 

For many years, All Saints was able to donate 

$3,000 a year to support the hiring of a teen 

counselor at B-READY (on top of field-trip support) 

from the church’s Outreach Committee budget. 

Those gifts were supported by funds from the 2012 

Together Now capital campaign.

As those funds began to run out, the Outreach 

Steering Committee developed “No Ordinary Time,” 

a program asking parishioners to tithe a percentage 

of time and treasure spent on summer activities and 

vacation to support All Saints’ outreach projects. 

For summer of 2025, we set a goal to raise $6,000 

for St. Stephen’s, to fully pay for the buses, tickets 

to Canobie Lake, and a summer counselor, and we 

made it! We were able to send a check for $6,435 

to St. Stephen’s in September. We were also able to 

get food donations for the lunch and snacks from 

Wegman’s and Stop and Shop.

St. Stephen’s Youth Programs have grown  in the 

last 20 years, serving more students and shifting to 

service to the whole community. They have brought 

in leadership from those served to help direct the 

programs, and have provided English-language 

classes as well as other opportunities for community 

members to connect with one another and to 

advocate for the community. Many children who 

were served by St. Stephen’s in their school years 

have become part of the leadership team.

In its evolution, SSYP isn’t a “charity.” The 

programs are not passive recipients of money and 

volunteers from wealthier parishes and people. 

Rather, we partner with SSYP and they lead us, 

deciding what they need and developing their own 

leadership to support their own community. We at 

All Saints have been enriched greatly by being able 

to accompany our neighbors who are part of the St. 

Stephen’s community. ♦

Carolyn Cogswell, Eileen Sweeney, Grace Neary, Eliana Kronitz, and Julia Bu at a St. Stephen’s Youth Programs field trip, 

Houghton Pond, July 2017
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A Record of Commitment
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